


TAUGHT IN
ENGLISH

ITALIAN 275:  DANTE'S DIVINE COMEDY

PROFESSOR ALESSIA RICCIARDI

LEC. MW 11:00-11:50PM
DIS. F 11:00-11:50PM (RICCIARDI)
DIS. F 2:00-2:50PM (DEROSIER)

This course focuses primarily on exploring the first third of Dante’s epic
masterpiece while taking into account the structure of the entire work, including
Parts 2 (Purgatory) and 3 (Paradise). Our reading of Inferno will examine the poem
with an eye to determining its place within the cultural context of the late Middle Ages,
especially in relation to the historical, artistic, philosophical, and socio-political
dimensions of the text. A guiding concern of the discussion is to assess the ways
in which Dante changed our understanding of the relationship between the

human and the divine, sin and punishment, high and low style. How does

Dante’s writing encompass such a wide variety of experiences and

disciplines while inventing an entirely new poetic language?

Political turmoil, philosophical and theological paradigms, social

and religious conflict all converge in the making of Inferno and

will thus form crucial elements of our investigation.

Reading is difficult, but not extensive. Taught in

English.
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